Study Group P1735 Companion Document to the October / November 2007 PAR 

Purpose: This document collects background and assumptions that are not appropriate for inclusion in the PAR, but are considered important by members of the Study group for considering the approval and moving forward with the formation of the working group.

The contact information needs to be added to the PAR, but requires some logistical support from the DASC to be added. The information is included here to answer a NesCom comment.

	Contact information for Working Group Chair 

Email:Gary.Delp@gmail.com 
Phone: +1 507 289 7276

	Contact Information for Working Group Vice Chair 
Steven Dovich
Email: dovich@toolscribe.com
Phone: +1 978 262 6413


Topics Covered:

· Assumptions on Scope

· Potential donations and status of these donations

· Sample donation text

Assumptions on Scope:

P1735 will produce guidelines and recommended practices for use of IP protection markup syntax and key management to enable inter-operable tool flows with IP and tools from a wide array of suppliers. The aim is address aspects not suitable to have one fixed way of addressing them specified, but rather to name and define particular use cases in detail so that all parties adopting that use case have a straightforward way to comply and a reasonable expectation of interoperability. The choice of which encryption algorithm is a good example where the markup language provides the flexibility of a standard way to identify all the known algorithms with virtually no requirement that tools support any specific set.  Interoperability would demand that all concerned agree on specific ones.  P1735 will recommend specific algorithms be used in a named use case. P1735 will not be so specific as to usurp practical business considerations or create needless rigidity. The trust model is a case where at issue, for example, is the manner in which a public key can be trusted to be authentic, i.e., owned by the business entity it represents itself to be owned by. The recommendations for a particular use case might call for using a key authority to vouch for a tool vendor's public key without requiring a tool vendor to do business with a specific key authority.
P1735 will specify a generic set of embeddable markup syntax suitable for IP protection and rights management of arbitrary text files.  These files represent potential inputs and outputs of EDA tools that would otherwise expose IP.  The generic syntax of these directives may be suitably modified for a particular file format if there are syntactic conflicts and variations may be described in recommended practices. 

IEEE P1800 and 1076 and HDL standards currently define IP protection directives, with syntax and semantics well integrated into the grammar of those languages. Those directives are expected to be the key baselines to use for the formation of the generic set of IP directives.  It is recognized that those directives do not currently address rights management which is regarded as critical missing functionality and expected to be important new work created by P1735.  It is further recognized that insufficient guidelines and recommended practice exist in P1800 and 1076 to achieve the interoperability goals of P1735, nor are those standards the appropriate vehicle for capturing such guidelines.  P1735 will be of service to these standards by addressing these concerns.

This PAR cannot, however, place any constraint on other working groups. How other groups respond to work done under this PAR is defined exclusively by their own PAR, and they will have to file a revision to account for the liaison relationship that they will maintain.  Our duty is to provide a consolidated specification that can be consumed by other groups.  Other groups must make the commitment to consume it. It is a DASC responsibility to encourage consolidated review and specification of encryption technology via P1735 (and to encourage other working groups to work together using the DASC sponsorship authority). 

Recommendations for new directives and any clarification of semantics of existing directives will be delivered in a suitable format for review.  (An ideal format is a LCS (language change specification) to liaisons from P1800 and 1076 to be reviewed and incorporated directly.) We intend to be proactive about our interaction and offer liaisons the opportunity to review draft material and vet recommendations.  The goal is to achieve rapid consensus and closure with those groups and P1735.

EDIF 

It is anticipated that there will be interesting results from the consideration of EDIF files in this process.  Through the course of the work, it may be appropriate to liaise with the sponsoring group of EDIF. Dennis Brophy will update this text if this wording is not as he would like.

Potential donations and status of these donations

Work products from the VSIA encryption working group will be transferred with the appropriate copyrights to the IEEE.  It is anticipated that other contributions will be solicited from industry

during the course of P1735 standards development.

Sample Donation text

October 24, 2007

IEEE Standards Association

The Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers, Inc.

445 Hoes Lane

P.O. Box 1331

Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331

Attn: Anasthasie Sainvilus

      Senior Administrator, Business Development

Dear Ana:

     VSI Alliance ("VSIA") hereby submits the IP in the list below to

the standards development effort occurring within the Design Automation

Standards Committee of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics

Engineers, Inc ("IEEE"). It is understood and acknowledged that the

process of standards development may result in changes to the base

document. IEEE is given the right to amend the document as it sees fit

to meet the needs of the standards development process.

      VSIA will retain copyright ownership of its original material and

its future development outside the IEEE.  VSIA agrees not to refer to

this document as an IEEE standard.  The revised and edited contribution

may eventually become a portion of an IEEE standard and as such, will be

copyrighted to the IEEE with worldwide rights that apply to this and all

future revisions and editions to the standard, in all media known or

hereinafter known.  VSIA will be acknowledged in the foreword material

of such standard for their contribution to the process.

 The list includes:

 . . .

Sincerely,

XXX

President, VSIA

by recommendation of the VSIA Board of directors 

